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April 2016 Contest Winner: 1/48th 
Curtiss SB2C Helldiver by Marty Blum

Marty Blum’s cleanly-built helldiver was a fine 
representation of the last purpose-built dive bomber. 
curtiss’s design suffered a prolonged development 
and a reputation as a difficult aircraft to fly, earning 

the nickname “the beast.” It entered combat 11November launched 
from the bunker hill (cV-17) Vb-17 on a raid against Rabaul. 
the “beast” had replaced the sbD Dauntless. the marine corps 
also started to operate the helldiver from land bases. helldivers 
participated in every major Naval action in the Pacific from 11 
November 1943 until the end of war, and continued service with the 
Navy until 1949.

Marty built the accurate miniatures 1/48th scale kit. he 
provided the following details about his build. 

“paints used were model master 1768 Flat White Fs 37875, 1720 
Intermediate blue Fs 35164 and 1719 sea blue Fs 35044 applied 
with badger 200 air brush. Final coat was humbrol satin cote 
also using badger 200. the decals were applied using micro set 
setting solution and micro sol. the cement used was tenax-7R. the 
canopy and windscreen were dipped in Future.”

“The kit is a great build with great instructions.” n
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Editor’s 
Corner by John Goschke

T
his year seems to be flying by. It’s may 
already and I’ve yet to make any progress on 
my “shelf of Doom.” I’m guessing everybody 
but me is already almost halfway done 
yours. am I right? 

our May contest theme is “Big & Small,” for 
models that are to a larger or smaller scale than is typical 
for that subject. such as aircraft other than 1/72, 1/48, or 

1/32. however, if you’ve 
got a 32nd scale b-17, 
that’d certainly qualify! 
this is also the perfect 
contest for all those 
weird old “fit-the-
box” scale kits from 
Revell, aurora, comet, 
monogram and others. 

May is also MFCa Show time and if you’ve never 
been to the miniature Figure collectors event in Valley 
Forge on the 20th and 21st, you owe it to yourself to go 
see the extraordinary level of craftsmanship and art on 
display there. military, historical, and sci-fi and fantasy 
figures in a wide variety of scales plus dioramas, and 
figure groups rendered in exquisite detail are a feast for 
the eyes. the vendors room is a great place to pick up 
high quality finishing supplies. DVsm will have a table at 
the show and it would be great if you could stop by and fly 
the flag for the club! see the ad on page six for more info.

also in May is the MaMa’s Show sponsored by 
the maryland automotive modelers association on the 
14th. this popular show brings car modelers from all 
over to compete in an “NNl-style” popular vote contest 
with a complete range of categories. as always there are 
also plenty of vendors selling car and truck kits, new and 
old. Prices are often quite reasonable on collectible items 
compared to what one might see on “that auction site.” 
see the ad on page six for more info.

hope to see everybody on Friday, ’til then, 
happy Modeling!  n

January: “The BriTiSh eMpire”
Winner: Fairey swordfish by charlie lockard

February: “CaTS & DogS”
Winner: Grumman tomcat by Joe Volz

March: “MaDe FroM TreeS”
Winner: Fokker Dr-I by mark Webb

april: “FirST anD laST”
subject that was either the first or the last of its kind.

May: “Big anD SMall”
any model, any era, but smaller or larger than the usual 
scale. 

June: golD/SilVer/Bronze ConTeST
No theme contest.

July: “SoMeThing ToWeD”
something that was towed or is modeled as being 
towed (i.e., with the towing device or vehicle), for 
example a junked car; 105mm howitzer; an airliner or 
X-plane to a runway; a truck trailer.

august: “haulerS”
a model of something that hauled cargo.

September: “The ForTieS” 
a model of any subject that dates from 1940 – 1949.

october: “Doo Wop, DuCk & CoVer”
a model of a subject from the “atomic age” / Rock ‘n 
Roll Era roughly 1954 - 1963.

november: “neW anD iMproVeD”
this month requires two models, one being an 
improved, successor variant of the other, for example, a 
P-51c and P-51D; 1948 Ford and 1949 Ford; b-24D and 
b-24J;  successive sherman tank variants.  For cars, 
they must be close successors, i.e., a 1948 Ford and 

1964 Ford do not qualify.

Questions about DVSM’s Contests should be 
directed to Mike Turco at MATurco@aol.com

Monthly Theme 
Contests 2016

nexT MeeTing

May 6
• Theme Contest 
“Big & Small”
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Republic F-84G Thunderjet 1/72, by Howard Rifkin Wright Flyer, 1/48, by David Anderson

Supermarine Spitfire Mk.-I, 1/32, by Paul KopczynskiPanzer I, 1/35, Logan Brown

Martin B-10B, 1/72, by Paul TomczakChevy Lumina NASCAR, Neil Bonnett #31, 1/25, by Tom Gill

April Display Highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak
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Bell AH-1G Cobra, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin 1932 Ford Five-Window Coupe Hot Rod, 1/25, by David 
Anderson

I.A.R. 80, 1/48, by Mark Webb

1962 Chevrolet Corvette, 1/25, by John Goschke1960 Chevrolet Corvair 700, 1/25, by Rod Rakos

April Display Highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak
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Bell AH-1V Super Cobra, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin Lockheed AH-56 Cheyenne, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin

USS Phelps, circa 1944, 1/700, by Bob CicconiSikorsky S-67 Blackhawk, 1/72, by Howard Rifkin

Messerschmitt Bf-109E, 1/32, by Paul KopczynskiI-370, 1/700, by Bob Cicconi

April Display Highlights Photos by Paul Tomczak
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Bugatti Type 35 Grand Prix, 1/24, by Mike Turco

Chevy Imapala NASCAR #29 Kevin Harvick, 1/25, by Tom Gill

IJN Cruiser Maya, 1/700, by Brian Miller

April Display 
Highlights

Photos by Paul Tomczak
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MosquitoCon 25
 First Time! 

       By Joe Vattilana

O
ver the years I have heard about 
mosquitocon and how great it was. this 
obviously is a successful program since 
this was their 25th year. I finally had the 
time available to check out this contest 
and to see if it was up to the billing.

it was a 2 ½ hour drive from Wilmington, and I just 
followed the navigation system to get there. the Pal 
building appeared to have two basketball courts and one 
large conference room. the display area was in one of the 
courts; the other had a tournament going on, so parking was 
a bit dicey. being in a basketball court, the display area was 
huge! there was not only plenty of space for the models and 
to navigate between the tables, there was still room for some 
vendors on the outer walls. Registration went very smoothly.
The vendor area was astonishing! I would estimate the 

size of approximately a third to a half of a basketball court. 
according to their website, they sold out of the 100 vendor 
tables, and they were crammed with stuff. a number of the 
familiar vendors were there, and there were a few deals 
to be made. I broke down and bought a couple of the mig 
Encyclopedia of aircraft modeling technique books that 
made the wallet noticeably lighter.
as to the contest itself, there were 523 entries, and if 

you go to NJIPms.org website they have photos of most of the 
models. some of the models that stood out for me was the 
uss abraham lincoln aircraft carrier (I think 1/350th scale), 
with full details (lit carrier bay, reworked aircraft, etc.). 
someone brought 3 mig-29’s (I think), and a 1/35th Dora. I 
brought two 120 mm figures, my m-901 ItV (conversion of an 
m-113 with toW), vacuum-form 1/72 Gannet, and my scratch 
built air boat. Just to avoid the suspense I didn’t win, place, 
or show.
The only downfall I thought was the announcing of the 

winners. they used a portable speaker which was somewhat 
muffled, but considering it was in a gym it wasn’t surprising. 
I was impressed that the awards ceremony started at 
around 4 pm and was very efficient. Judges best in show 
was a Japanese cruiser (1/700th scale), which I found a bit 
surprising, but they are, after all the judges.
Would i go again? I think if I had some better quality 

models to enter I might. It’s worth the trip at least once. n

Display room in PAL gymnasium

One of the vendor rooms at MosquitoCon

Hellcat with everything opened up was an attention-getter.
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MosquitoCon 25 Report 
  By Mike Turco

E
very year, IPms Northern NJ shows 
the world how to conduct a great model 
show and contest, and this year was 
no exception.  on april 2, the 25th 
anniversary edition of mosquitocon was 
held at the Pal hall in Wayne, NJ.  In 

keeping with the anniversary, the theme this year was 
“silver”, with a special award for the best silver model.  
Nearly 600 models were on display and the vendor room 
was overflowing.  this show draws some of the best 
modelers in the region, and the quality of the entrants was 
exceptional overall.  It is always a pleasure to travel up to 
this show and connect with the club members there who 
know how to judge and run a show of this kind.  
This year, three DVsm members entered models and 

were successful award winners.  No one can beat up a 
soviet tank and make it look as good as Jim Rosado, who 
took two first place awards for his weathered armor pieces.  
the inimitable bob cicconi scored for two of his ships, a 
submarine, a vintage race car and in the trifecta category.  
yours truly picked up awards in the automotive stock, race 
car, factual spacecraft, and the “classic Plastic” categories, 
the latter for any 20+ year old kit, and finally best “silver” 
theme entrant, for my 1931 cadillac Phaeton.  the list of 
DVsm wins and some photos are shown below. n

DVSM award results
ipMS northern nJ MosquitoCon 25
   

    Category Place   Model   Name

• Milit. Vehicles, Armor & Soft Skin, 1/48  1st  Soviet IS-2  Jim Rosado

• AFV, Tracked & Wheeled 
 1/35, Pre-1945, Allied  1st  Soviet IS-152  Jim Rosado

• Ships, Battleships, Carriers, Cruisers
 1/401 & Smaller  1st  USS West Virginia  Bob Cicconi

• Ships, All Others, All Scales  3rd USS Phelps, 1944  Bob Cicconi

• Submarines, All Scales  1st  IJN I-370  Bob Cicconi

• Auto, Stock, 1/24-1/25  3rd  1931 Cadillac Mike Turco

• Comp., Open Wheel, 1/24-1/25  2nd  Dean Van Lines Spec. Bob Cicconi

• Comp., Closed Wheel, 
 1/24-1/25 (excl. Drag)  3rd  Bugatti Type 35B  Mike Turco

• Space & Sci Fi, Factual 
 Vehicles, All Scales  1st  Atlas Space Station  Mike Turco

• Miscellaneous, Trifecta
 All Types & Scales  2nd  Bouvet/Packard/LTV Bob Cicconi

• Classic Plastic - All Types & Scales 
 (any 20+ Year Old Kit)  1st  1930 Packard  Mike Turco

• Contest Theme Winner - Best “Silver”   1931 Cadillac Mike Turco

Jim Rosado’s IS-152 is a study in expert weathering

Bob Cicconi’s USS West Virginia was a first-place winner

Mike Turco’s Convair Atlas Space Station was the top finisher in 
Space & Sci-Fi, Factual
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Join IPMS/USA 
Why? the International Plastic modelers’ society/usa, 
of which Delaware Valley scale modelers is a chapter, fi-
nances the insurance required for our monthly meetings 
and for model contests around the country, and offers 
a make and take program for young modelers. Encour-
age the enjoyment of modeling in all its forms: aircraft, 
armor, cars, ships, fantasy, figures, military or civilian, 
beginner or advanced, join IPms/usa! “by modelers, 
For modelers”

What do i give? adult, 1 year: $30. adult, 2 years: 
$58. adult, 3 years: $86. Junior (under 18 years), $17. 
Family, 1 year: $35 (adult + $5).

What do i get? a membership card with your IPms 
number that entitles you to enter the IPms/usa National 
contest, plus the magazine, IPms/usa Journal, six issues 
per year, featuring great models and building techniques, 
kit and book reviews, and activities, plus access to 
members-only content on ipmusa.org.

how? clip and mail the coupon in the DVsm 
Newsletter or the IPms/usa brochure, see our IPms 
contact, Joe Vattilana, at the next DVsm meeting, or 
join online at ipmsusa.org. n

 Jan.  Feb.  Mar. April  May July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. Totals
brown, l. 3 1 3 3       10
lockhard, c. 5 1  3       9
Webb, m.   5 4       9
blum, m.  3  5       8
kopczynski, P.  1 4 2       7
Volz, J. 2 5         7
leonetti, J.  1 4        5
Goschke, J.    4       4
James, b.  4         4
Vattilana, J. 3 1         4
cicconi, b. 2          2
Goerke, D.   2        2
orsino, l.  2         2
senner, D.  1  1       2
Rakos, R.    1       1
Rifkin, h.    1       1

Monthly points are awarded as follows: Each person who enters a model into the theme receives 1 pt. 1st place = 4+1, 2nd = 3+1, 3rd = 2+1

2016 Theme Contest Point Standings to Date



BnB hoBBy & Train DepoT
10 West Camden Ave., Moorestown, NJ 08057
• Ph: 856-235-9055 •Fax: 856-235-9255
Offers 15% discount to DVSM members
email: bnbhobby@msn.com
• Tue. -Wed.: 6-9 pm • Thu.-Fri.: 12-9 pm
•Sat.: 11 am-7 pm •Sun. 11 am-3 pm
•Trains, Models, Crafts, R ockets R.C., Puzzles, Paints

D & k hoBBieS
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
116 Barclay Shopping Center, (Route 70 West), Cherry 

Hill, NJ 08034. 
• (856) 795-9005 • www.dkhobbys.com
• RC, Model Kits, Trains, Crafts, Collectibles and more
• Mon.-Fri 11 am - 8:pm • Sat., 10 am - 5 pm • Sun, Noon 

- 4 pm. • Closed Wednesday

Main line hoBBieS
Plymouth Meeting Mall, Plymouth Meeting, PA
• Tel 610-834-1600
• 20% discount to DVSM members
• www.mainlinehobbies.com
• email: les@mainline hobbies.com
• Mon., Wed.-Sat.: 10 am - 9 pm Sun.: 11am - 6pm
 Closed Tuesday
• Sat.: 10 am - 5 pm • Sun.: 12 pm - 4 pm

MillenniuM hoBBieS 
& The gunDaM kiTChen
“Your Home For Gundam and Anime Collectibles, cook-

ing up some Gunpla fun.”
• Mon 11am - 7pm, Tue-Sat 11am - 8pm, Sun closed
• Offers 15% OFF military and automobile models and 
10% Gundam and other models to DVSM members (with 

DVSM member card)
• 1031 Little Gloucester Rd., Blackwood, NJ 08012,
• Phone: (856) 352-60488 
• Website: http://thegundamkitchen.com/
• Facebook: the gundam kitchen

neW ConCepT iii
Offers 10% discount to DVSM members
676 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055
•609-953-0404
•Open 7 days a Week, •M-F 11-8, Sat 10-6, Sun noon-4
•Have thousands of kits dating back to the 1970’s

hoBByMaSTerS, inC.
“New Jersey’s Most Complete Hobby Center”
62 White Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 07701
• Phone: 1-732-842-6020 • Fax: 1-732-747-3752
• Mon. - Thurs: 10:00 am to 6:00 pm • Friday, 10:00 am 

to 8:00 pm • Saturday, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm • Sunday, 
12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm

• Offers 10% discount to club members. 
   (Show your club card)
Web: www.hobbymasters.com

z & z hoBBieS, inC.
101 Sloan Avenue, Mercerville, New Jersey 08619
• Phone: (609) 586-2282 • Web: www. hobbiesnow.com
• Mon., Tues., Thurs.; 10 am to 6 pm
• Wed. & Fri.; 10:00 am to 7:00 pm• Sat.; 10 am to 5 pm
• Sun.; Noon to 4 pm.
10% discount to club members. (show your club card).

Support the local hobby Shops
ThaT SupporT our CluB


